Two Physicians Debate 
Medical Care for Aged 
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Dr. "Warren L. Bostick, 
past president of the- Califor- 
nia Medical Assn., opposed 
an administration-sponsored 
bill (King- Anderson) on 
grounds it does not take 
need into consideration and 
that it would result in in^ 
ferior medical care. . 
■ But Dr. Philip R. Lee of 
Palo Alto, a member of the 
Physicians' Committee for 
Health Care for. the Aged 
Through Social Security,, de- 
fended the bill as a means of 
providing the aged with 
equal access to high-quality 
medical care. 

The physicians debated the 
issue at a Town Hall lunch- 
eon at the Biltmore. 

Federal Aid Needed 

Both agreed that federal' 
assistance is a must if the 
medically indigent elderly 
are to be given the best care.i 

Dr. Bostick contended that 
the state's recently- enacted 
Medical Assistance for the 
Aged program, which re- 
ceives federal support, 
should be given a chance be- 
fore additional legislation is 
considered. 

In disagreement, Dr. Lee 
declared that the majority of 
persons over 65 do not have 
access to the best medical 
care available. And, he add- 
ed, such access should be a 
right, not a privilege. 

Approves Approach 

He said that in California 
the MAA (Kerr-Mills) legis- 
lation has done little more 
than help persons who were : 
already on county welfare 
programs. 

The social security ap-l 
proach, as embodied in the 
administration's Kin g-Ani 
derson bill, would improve 
medical care for all the aged 
who now do not enjoy it be- 
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